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SERMON 


PREACHED 
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Rom. 12. Verle 2: 


And be not conformed unto this world; but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 


that good, that acceptable, and perfect will of God. 


6 by E Holy Apoſtle does in the preceding verſe moſt paſs 
NN lignately exhort the Romans to be truly thankful unto 
God ; and.in-gratitude for'the. many mercies he had be- 
> ſtow'd, upon them, beleeches them-to dedicaze and de» 
vote themſelves to his ſervice. In order to whien, he does per- 
{wade them to renounce and forſake the vicious cuſtoms of the 
world, to reject its praftices, and not ſuffer the wicked examples of 
the Times to have 2ny influence upon them : and then ſhews them 
the neceſſity of a Spiritual Transformation, and prefſes them to 
take new methods, to alter theix;erroneous Opinions, andbe per- 
fetlly renewed in their mind. For by tuch Renovation they might 
attain to the knowledge of the Divine Will, which would diipel 
the cloudy. miſts of their Ignprange, and reQtify their miſtaken 
aotiogs-oft Goad and-Eyil. . -By it ſhould they be tully _— to 
| undcr+ 
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underſtand their duty, and clearly diſcern, approve and praQtiſe 
the Will of Ged, as may be caſily colleQed from theſe words; 
Ana be not conformed to this World, &c. 


In which yon may obſerve theſe three things, 


:. A Dchortation againft conformity to the world, Be w## con- 
formea to this world, "BE S- 4 


2. An Exhortation unto Transformation. Bar. be ye transfor» 
med by the renewing of your mind. 
\ 
3. The end or reafon of both. 7hat ye may prove what is that 
good, that acceptable and perfect Will of God, | 


1. A Dehortation agaialt Conformity to this World. 


St. Paul, who underſtood the will of God, and how men might 
beſt attain to the knowledge thereof, dehorts the Romaxs from 
conforming themfelves to the modes and cuſtoms of the world ; 
he well knew, that to contraCt friendſhip with it, was to be at en- 
mity with God ; the ways and praQices thereof being contrary 
to his commands : and therefore he gives this caution to avoid 
the cuſtoms of the world, z. e. the Pomps and Vanities, or the 
manners and ations of wicked men; for ſo the world is taken, 
x Joh, 2. 15. For the things in the world, which he calls there, 
the lu't of the flefh, rhe luft of the eyes, and the pride of life: hich 
include all fordid and covetous, all carnal and impure deſires, all 
proud and haughty, all cruel and indecent ſhews and aCtions, 


Theſe were ſolemnly renounced by Chriſtians in Baptiſm : they 
were not to covet the world, nor the things thereof, which were 
all vain, tranſient, and unſatisfying, and 1n their higheſt enjoy- 
ment no way able to ſatisfy the rational ſoul of man ; which we 
by daily experience find true : for the more we have of them, the 


more we covet, like men in a Droply ; -or as Pliny ſpeaks of = 
ar« 
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Parthians, the more they drink, the more they thirſt. Nebuchad- 
mezer and Dives, Ceſar and Pompey, all the Rich, Voluptuous, and 
Great. Men of the carth, could never limit and tound their rcft- 
leſs deſires and appetites with their greateſt enjoyments, 


To ſee Alexander after all his Conqueſts complain that he could 
not be Maſter of more, is too great an inſtance of man's unſa- 
tishable deſires: io that we have reaſon to reſtrain our thoughts, 
and not be eager and impatient in the perſuir of the greatelt ſub- 
lunary things; for it we could monopolize all that the world at- 
fords, we ſhould ſtill wiſh for more, and mult at laſt cry out with 
St. Auſtin, Non ſatiat animars nift #ncorruptivilis gaudit certa eterni- 
tas. Nothing but the eternal and incorruptible y»ys of Heaven can 
ſatiate and fill the Soul. Submit we then to the Dchorration, and 
never immoderately ſet our hearts upon ſuch deceitful & painted 
Nothings 5 but contemn them, and live above them, and chat will 
be the greateſt pleaſure we can find. And as we are nct to delight 
in the | and Grandure of the World, ſo muſt we ſhun the 
ſinful and corrupt praRices of the men of the World. Their 
Converſation is dangerous, and their evil Example may prove 
fatal and deſtruQtive to us, as it has done to others ia all former 
Ages, who did fooliſhly forſake Virtue,and embrace Vice, becauſe 
it was committed by many Great & Rich men ; as if the Number 
and Quality of Offenders, could l:gitimate the vileſt ations. And 
alas ! how many are ſo even in theſe days ? Is not the Populace 
{till influenced and moved by the example of thoſe above them ? 
Their open and audacious committing of ſin, leflens the appre- 
henfiens of its guiltz and they follow them in their Vices, as they 
do in their faſhions, and think they may ſafely imitate their 
betters. St. Cyprian complans that it was ſo in h's time: What 
was uſual and common, was thought lawful then, and it has ever 
been thus pernicious. How did men cheat and cozen, counterfeit 
and difſemble in the Reign of 7iberias, who was ſufficiently 
Maſter of thoſe Arts ? And 'no ſooner did J«/ia» turn Apoftate, 
but multitudes ran into Atheiſm. And we know, Nero made Luſt 
& Luxury, Drunkenels & edn, a Mode among the oy 
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Gentlemen. But on the contrary, when Coxſtantive govern'd, 
Chriſtianity did ſoon flouriſh, and Vertne grew into reputation : 
And the holy example of 7heozofius made his Palace a ſeminary of 
Picty and Devotion, 


Thus powerful & attraftive is Example to Good or Evil, Great 
men being like the Primum Mobile in the Heavens, or the ſprings 
in Mechanick Engines, which make all the wheels go round. As the 
Sun attralts the interior Vapors, as the Loaditone draws Iron, and 
Jeat ſtraw, ſodo they draw the Chaft of the World, the worſt part 
of the People after them into their Enormitys, and become highly 
guilty of their Tranſgreſſions : Whereas alas! their own Sins wil 
{ufficiently fuel the infernal flames, which they will ſadly think 
of, when in piercing ſhrieks, and groans, many of the lower ſort 
will accuſe them for bringing them to that place of torment; 
They are now like the Panther, which draws other Creatures to 
him by his ſweet breath, and then devours them. What e're 
they do, ſeems plauſible enough to raw and unſettled heads, whom 
Ignorance or lnterelt, Ambition or DDependance may transform 
into any ſhape. Bur, as in this life, the preſence of Great men 
won't leflen the pains of the Rack or Wheel; no more will our 
being led by them, any way diminiſh or alleviare our future tor- 
ments ; but we alas! muſt pay dear for our imitation, and their 
ſins of Example will infinitely add to their own miſery. And how 
will ic then rack and torture them to think, that they, whom 
a generous Education, and Principles of Honor, did oblige to be 
Precedents of Juſtice and Charity, of Temperance and Sobriety, 
and all other Graces and Vertues, were ſometimes the great Pat- 
terns of Vice & Debauchery ? and did by an ignoble indulgence 
in Sin, ruine themlelves and others allo? 


Ler this conlideratien induce all who: pretend to Honour or 
Geatiiry, to give a good Example ia their. ſeveral. ſtations, and 
citinguuh themſelves from others by their Vertues, Let-them 
ſerioully conſider, that Religion is the true Enamel of Nobility, 
and the chick Ornament of Great Houſes it joyns:them los near 

alance 


(F] 


alliance to God, and the more they excel-in Holineſs, the more 

Noble are they to be eſteemed in the Heraldry of Heaven. True 

Honour being a Ray or Emanation from the King of Kings, which 

the Juſt and Holy way;only glory in: ,. Such have an affinity and 

—_— unto Chriſt, for ke calls them his Brethren and Siſters, 
. 12. 5O. 


If they deſire to be related to him, they muſt be Holy, they 
muſt conform to his Will, live according to his Injundtions, and 
@ppole the world in. every, thing that is'Sinful, and letall men ſee 
they are both Great and Good. They ſhould look upon Vice as 
a blemiſh and ſtain of Honour, and think it. below them to. be 
guilty of Sin, or give a bad Example in any thing to their In« 

TIOTS. 


Thus will they teach their Children, Dependants, and Follow- 
ers, to be good, they will foon make the Age better; for which 
Polterity will honour, their Memory, and they will be advanced 
to the highelt glories in Heaven. 


I beſcech you therefore, obey the Dehortation, and be not con- 
formed unto; the World, but ſhine clear. in the Firmament of Ho- 
nour, and give a bright Example to alt þelow you, and ſhew your 
love to God, and yaur zeal to his Glory, by fluttering none te com» 
mit any Sin before you z diſcountenance. it by all the ways and 
methods you can, and put a ſtop to the increaſe of all Impleties,, 
eſpecially theſe rude and moſt abomigable ſins of Curling. and 
Swearing, which, now abound far, more.than ever they did among 
us; and;comributeall you can-to; a general Reformatian in others,, 
and be ye yourſelves Precedents of.:all Vertues among them, and 
never do any thing contrary to the Princip!es of Religion, Reafon 
and Honour. . Ye are born to greater. things,.and 'tis below you. 
to Gn with.che Vulgar. © Abhor. their. Vices then, as you, do their 
Cuſtoms, and live-up tothe Rules ok,the holy Jeſus, and molt care-: 
fully avgid the ſinful modes; of; the, World, ang continue in all 


Chiſtian Regularity agd Order,, and. þe, now quite alter'd om. 
y what 
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| what you were, and perfeftly Renewed in your Mind ; which is 
the ſecond thing. 


24/y. An Exhortation ucito Transformation, '' But eye Trans- 
form'd by the-renewing- of your mind, ' i 7 


Man was made the Excellency of the Creation, Crowned with 
Innocency in Paradiſe, his Soul the lively Image of the Immortal 
God ; but he alas! ſoon deform?®d himſelf with Sin, and made | 
flat which was Pure, Filthy ; that which was deſign'd to be the | 
Femple 'ef :the Ho!y 'Ghoſt, 4 Cage of unc'ean Birds ; full of | 
carnal Luſts -and -Pollutions'; ſo odious to God that he was 
thrown out of Paradife, and expoſed tro Temporal and Eter- 
nal Puniſhments, and is in no capacity of pleaſing him, or | 
recovering his fayour, unleſs he be perfeQly alter'd from that | 
unclean eſtate, and cleanfed from his natural and aQtual Im- 
Furities; for they chat art inthe fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. 

8. 8. White we. continue in that natural eſtate, all we 
do is unpleaſing in his fight. Our very Prayer #s an abomi- 
ration, Prov. 28. 9. not Abominable, but Abowination in the 
abſtrat, to -denore how- odious -the ations of a finful man 
not transformed 'and 'renewed, are unto God.'''He- may do 
ſomething Erhicalſly and Morally good, -in relation-to men, but 
nothing Theologically 'and 'Divinely good 'ia reference to God 
and Religion. As St. Au/tin ſays, Virtutes quas, &'c. Such Vertues, 
unleſs they relate to God, are rather to be eſteemed Vices than 
Vertues. © For the whole miſs of our Nature was depraved by 
our original Corruption ;-atrd 'there-ts a general ineptitude and 

| indifpolition in us to any thing that'is good : Our Principles are 
vitiated, and our Faculties diforder'sd, ſo thag we are-prone 40 all 

evil. Is we, that is, in my fleſh, dweleth no good thing, (aid the Apo- 

| fitle, Row. 7,18. There was a Law in bis members warring again 

the Law of his mind. And, Rons.' 9.7. The Carnal mins is not 

ſ[ubjef# ro the Law of God, meither indeed can be. In that ſtate 

| there is ſo much Natural and Perſenal Impurity, ſuch natural 


Enmity againſt God, ſo much natural Infidelity, (gnornace and 


(9) 
Folly in man;:that till he be traneform'd and alter'd, he cannot 
pleaſe God. 


1 

"By which you ſee the great and abſolute neceſſity of obeying 
this Exhortation, that as Sin has deform'd-us,Grace may transform 
us, and change us again, that ſo'we'may no longer Conform unto 
the-World,-but be rhroughly Transform'd by the Renewing of 
our Minds. That is, that we be-quite alter'd from what we were, 
and-ſhew-it by the mortification of our c:rnal AﬀeQtions, and 
the alteration-of our Live", and by our conſtant enquiry and 
fearch after the things above; that we 'be changed from our 
natural wickedneſs in all the parts oi our Soul, beginning from 
the higheſt, which are Underſtanding and Reaſon, by which the 
Spirit of God worketh upon the inferior ; God's Grace following 
the Order of Nature in its Operations, 


This is now our work, we muſt ferſake «l filtbine(s of fleſh and 
fp#rit, be clearly alter'd from all its Impurities, and we muſt be 
Regenerate and born-a-new. We muſt ſtrive to get not only 
our ſenſual AﬀeQions, but our Underſtanding, our Will, and all 
our Faculties ſpiritualiz'd, and made very pure and holy, that fo 
we may prove, approve, and know experimentally what is the 
Will of God, 


And the way to ef{@ this, is, to apply [your ſelves to God, in 
and through Jeſus Chriſt, to work the great work of Regenera- 
tion in you. You mult begg of God by his invincible Power and 
Grace, by his Spirit accompanying his Word, toquicken you that 
are dead in treſpaſſes and fin, To-renew-you in your Mind, your 
Will, and all the Powers of your Soul. [Te-cenvince: you ſa- 
vingly of Sin, of 'Righteauſmeſs, and Judg ment, and to make you 
hearvily embrace Chriſt and Salvation. To conſecrate your ſelves 
to his ſervice all the days of-your life, and to tive: in habitual 
Holineſs, and uniform Obedience. 


- This is.it you — and this is a ſhort deſcription 
& 
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of. Regeneration, Or ſpiritual Transformation : And 'it you are 
ſuch, you may eaſily diſcover it, by the great alteration .of ' your 
Nature ; for you will then hate Sin, and abominate Vicez you 
will delight in Rel:gious Duties, and highly value'the company 
and converſation of holy Perſons : you will deſire and ftrive to 
pleaſe God in all things, and will never wilfully. and knowingly 
offend him; you will love him with all, your heart, and with all 
your. ſoul, and conform your- ſelves to his Will in every thing ; 
you will ftrive to be united to him, and to have a cloſer Union 
and Communion with him, and will thirſt, and breath, and pant. 
after him, and long to enjoy. him eternally in Heaven. You 
will look upon the Body as the. Priſon of the: Soul, and often 
think of the happy. time when. you will be'releaſed from its 
chains 3: and , while-you are. here, you will be meek and lowly, 
patient and ſubmiſſive, humble and obedient : | You will Read & 
Meditate, you will Pray often, and Communicate frequently ; 
you will wean-your hearts from: worldly enjoyments, a#d ſet your 
aſfe& ions on things above, ' And, as St. Paul lays, Tou will ba dtxd 
to the Wicrld, and have your life hid with Chriſt in:God-4:and- will 
joyfully embrace-and cheriſh all. the motions:and-perſwaſions ob 
the. Holy. Ghoſt, and-give.up your ſelves ro his. Guidanceiand- 
GondyQ. in. every thing, ava. grow from one degree of Grace to 
another, till you perfect Holineſs in the fear of God, Tn ſhort, you 
will live a very heavenly and holy life here, and long for the 
Company and: Communior'ot Saints and Angels above. 


And how-much. happier is. he, who is thus alter'd, and lives 
thus; than: he:who conforms unto the: World, and.is ſtill a flave to 
ber-cuſtoms?+Is:not Virtue more: lovely: and: eaſy than Vice ?- 
There-15 certainiy-aavonderfal Beaut y-inHolineſs,and moſttranſ- 
pocting'delights' in, Religion ; the:trarb*of which, ſome pious 
and 'deyout Chniſtians, 'who:conform to'the: Precepts of the Gok-: 
pel, addilive as they ought. ro do ican teſtify-and declarez they 
find unſpeakable ſweetneſs in Devoriony motb{olid and fubftan-- 
tial pleaſures in Religion: They ſometimes enjoy Divine Com- 
moinign; takdzedt evilhid with the Comforts-which the: HolySþi- 


rit 
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rit- drops and diftills into: their hearts. They know this ſtate of 
like is much more eligible, were there no future expectations. To 
be Holy and Virtuous, Juſt and Honourable in all our Actions, 
creates vaſt pleaſure even in this life to the Rational Soul : they 
are more Real, True, and Laſting, than the ſhort imaginary de- 
lights which come from our Conforming to the World in her 
molt charming Enormities. 


But a Regenerate Life, a full Conformity to the Law of God, 
and living up to the Evangelical Precepts, is the indiſpenſible 
Duty of every man, who pretends himſelf a Chriſtian. With- 
out this, 'tis in vain to hope for entrance into the New Feru/alem. 
There is the Holy.of Holes, ig which the God of Holineſs dwells - 
in unſpeakable Glory, and. no filthy, debauched, and impure 
Soul, without true Repentance, and Reſormation, will ever find 
admittance there ; no one that-is a Slave to this Worid, can be a 


Free Denizen of that Great City. £ 


For. while we continue chained:to the vanities, and finful cuf- 
toms'of this Life, while we are ſenfual and luxurious, we can't 
diſcern nor praCtice the will of God, and fo can'c enter 1nto that 
Glory, in which the holy obſervers of his will ſhall for ever tri- 
umph and rejoyce. Obey we then the Exhortation, and firive: 
all we can to be Transformed: Let us mortify- our Luſts aad 
Paſions, and let no part of the Old Maw remain in us, but be: 
renewed in the Spirit of our mind, Eph. 4: 2. Read that whole 
Chapter, and '{e what alteration God'requires 'in us; and Exa- 
mine we all our ations by the infallible Ru'e of his holy Will, 
and bewail our Apoſtatizing and Revolting from it. Let us 
repent. for-the [caſt viv/ation of -irg: and. allure ourſelves, it we 
forſake the-{inful- prafttices of *the World, :God' will make grear: 
diſcoveries of his Wilt untt'os: ' Our Underſtanding, which 15 by: 
Nuure c:oudy-and dark, will beiliuminared-from above: God: 
will-intru@us by! his holy Spirit; and then'only, and not betore, 
ſhall: we: khow what is the! pood, andoatctprable, and: perfett wil 
of' God, which isthe” 34thingfto be! difcourſed 00, _ 
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; 34ly. The end or reaſon of. our. being renewed in our mind. 
That we may know what #5 the gook and acceptable, and perfect wil 


of. G94. | 


- By the Will of God, is meant his Preceptive Will declared in his 
Commandments: not his Abſoiute Will, which the Schoolmen call 
Veluntas ſigni & beneplaciti, *T1s his.Preceptive Will that we 
mult endeavour to vaderftand, for this is revealed, the other is 
{ecret and ob{curezwhich we contradi@ often-unknown to us, and 


. Without ſin, as when we pray carneſt'y againſt that which he has 


determin'd.ſhall be done. + As if God has appointed my Friend 
{hall dye, which I pray againft, being ignorant of his ſecret De- 
termination and Will. -But his Preceptive and Revealed Will we 
can- never contradict without Sin, it -is promulgated, and we 
muſt not pretend ignorance; and therefore it-highly concerns us 
toknow-it. And this we ſhall never rightly attain to, till we are 
Transformed and Renewed in our mind. A Druakard: or a G'ut- 
ton has no right Conception, no per f«( Idea or Repreſentation of 
heavenly things. - A. mind :drown'd in $enſuaiity, and' fixed ito 
the Earth, can't diſcern them. He that will ynderſtand them, 
muſt have a pure heart, a-cha(t ſpirit, a ſober mind, a ca!m ind 
ſerene Temper, not rufled. or diſturbed with violeat and unruly 
paſſions, for whi'e the mind is caraal and. impure, {uch will its 
conceptions be : But when it is fpiritualized and-purihed, *tis ca- 
pable of Divine Emanatiens, its Perceptions are more Refined and 
Abſtrafted, and then, and not before, will it diſcover the native 
Excelleney of Spiritual things, and behold them in.their true and 


genuine:-Light. 


| The Pythagoreans ſay, to-underſtand Philoſophy a-right, there 
muſt be anabftrafting and — our ſelves trom the Body, 
and ſure there muſt be:the:like to underſtand the-Divine Will: 


We muſt withdraw our hearts:from the World, and be ſpiri- 
tualized, before we attain to that. Our higheſt acquirements of 
natural Knowledge, and ſecular Learning can't reach it ; There 


mult be ſome impreſſes and infuſions from above; whuch God is 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed to afford to the Regenerate and Holy Chriſtians ; there 
muſt be a quickning & illuminating by the Holy Ghoſtzbefore we 
can perceive it; The want of this made the Phariſces and great 
Scholars of the World continue in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of 
death : they were ina natural (tate, and cou'd not diſcern the Wi!! 
of God : their Philoſophy and Humane Reaſon could not appre- 
hend it : for, as St. Paul ſays, The Natyral. man receives not the 
things of the Spirit of God,. for they are fooliſhneſs to han, neither 
can he know them, for they are fpiritualtly aiſcern'd, I Cor. 2.14. And 
Rom, $. 7. The carnal mind is not ſubjet tothe Law of God, weither 
indeed can be, The Unregenerate Man is not fitted, and 1nward- 
ly prepared to underſtand the-Will-of God. A ſupernatural Ob- 
zeR requires a ſupernatural Power: of the Underſtanding to ap- 
prehend and conceiye it. rightly, and he that is not renewed in 
mind, is deſtitute of that ſupernatural Power and Faculty, and 
{o can't diſcern the Will of God, and ſpiritual things : He has eyes 
and ſees not, he is ſpiritualiy blind and deaf, and cannot fee what 
is the Will of God, nor hearken to the diltates of his Spirit, or 
any ſaving advice which is given him by the Miniſters of the Goſ- 


pel. 


And this is a great and true reaſon why we are ſo unſuccesful 
in our ſpiritual Exhortations, why the Preaching of the Goſpel 
has no more influence on thoſe who. are-conform'd to the cuſtoms 
of the World: Can we expe@ that a lame man ſhall run, or a 
blind man diſtinguiſh colours? Will an Epicure regard diſcourſes 
of Temperance ? or a lewd Woman perſwaſives to Chaſtity ? 
Can we yet a Covetous Miler to diſtribute his Gold ? or a Proud 
Man to lower his lofty thoughts ? no, *tis not to be expeRed : 
Mens hearts are:not capable of Divine Truths, while the World 
and the Vanities thereof fil them up. We muſt raiſe our Aﬀe- 
Qions from things of the Earth, and be reaewed in our mind, 
before we can ſubmit to the pure and holy Precepts of the Gol- 


pel. 


While men conform their _ tothe VVorld, and wallow 
10 


I 
0" nba . 


(14) 


in its Pollutiens, they ſee no danger, but walk ſecurely by the 
Pitt of Deftruftion. You would pitty a blind man that had no 
Guide among Boggs and Quickſands, where he is every minute in 
danger of being {wallowed up: and in fuch, and a worſe condt> 
tion is that man who 1s ſpiritually blind, and is not transform'd in 
his mind : for alas !-he is hood wink'd to his own danger, and ſees 
not the Bottomleſs Pitg which he is ready to fall into; but runs 
0n in carnal {ecurity, never diſcerning this Good VVill of God, 
nor deſiring to know it. One bodily blind would covet a Guides 
but the ſpiritually: blind are not ſenſible of their condition, and 
ſo run on to their ruine, contemning all ſpiritual Guides, and ds 
not regard to know the V Vill. of God. From all which, you ſee 
the great care we mult take to be renewed in-our mind, if we 
would know, aud prove. what: is the. good and perfect. Will of God. 


And as ſoon. as that is done, the: eyes of our Underſtanding 
will be opened and clear'd, and then ſhall we be enabled by Di- 
vine. Grace to know. that God's Law is altogether.good, lovely, 
and compleat,and his Commandments to be on'y.right. But this a 
Natural man conform'd to the proud and haughty cuſtoms of the 
World can't do: For God will not diſcover his Will to the high 
and lofty, to the conceited and arrogant, but to the humbie and 
meek Chriſtian : The meek will be guide in Jud ment, and the meek 
will he leach his mey; P{..25.:9. The ſecret of - the Lord is with thews 
that fear him, and he will ſhew thim his Covenant.) Sach men come 
ſooneſt to the knowledge of the Wilt of God 2 They have clear- 
er. Notions of Spiritual Truths-than others: Their eyes are:ſooner 
enlightned, their judgment is convinced by the Word, and 
their Soul is converted by the Law of God, .and ſo come tb 
prove what is the good and acceptable and perfett Will of Gon, that 1s, 
they ſearch, conlider, approve and obey ir, for ſothe word prove 
fignifies. It intimates our Approbation of his 'Will, and our 
Canformity thereunto; ſo that in this part you have, Firſt, An 
A& or Experiment, to prove. Second y, The Objett of the Att, 
The Will of God. Thirdiy, The AdjunC&t of that Objea, which 
is three-fold, the Goodneſs, the Acceptability, and the Ferenns 
(0) 
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of.it, on which I might ground a large diſcourſe: But [ [hail Urictly 
tell you, that the Will of God, is good in it [cif : Theres not the 
leaſt pravity or obliquity therein. Whatever he commancs 15 
good 1N it ſelf, and goud to us: and tic ailo enjoyns nothing bur 
what is acceptable to Rational mer, and correſpondent to his own 
mind ; ſo that no demurr or diſpute ought to be in its obſervatt- 
On : But we ſhouid with all readineſs perform it. And laſtly, 
his Will is Perfeft, without any defe&t or blemiſh: We mult 
not add unto, nor take away from his Commands in tis Word: 
His Law being in every point full and perfect. Humane Laws 
have often had their imperfe@ions : Lycurgus failed in allowing 
Theft to the Lacedemonians, and Plato in tolerating a Coinmunt- 
ty of Women,. Draco wrote his Laws ia Blood, 10 putting the 
Athenians to death for every faulc, {mall or great. But the Law 
of the Lord is perfect. Take a itri& ſurvey of all the Evange- 
lical Precepts, and you'i find them eaſy, pleaſant, and perfect, 
every way agree2ble to Publick Communities and private Oe- 
conomies: and ſuch as every man ought to oblerve and obey, not 
only for the good of his Soul, but becauſe they tend high'y to his 
adyantage and reputation in this World. Nor is there any Duty 
or Vertue commanded by the Law of God, which ts not of this 
kind. I ſhall inſtance but in two or three, which you are !o 
often enjoyn'd to praiſe, and which men mcerly moral, unac- 
quainted with the Principles of. Revealed Religion, have-mol; 
itriftly obſerved. ; 


17. In ſpeaking Truth, This God enjoyns you to do, Eph. 4. 
25. He is the God of Truth; and to deceive, delude, or equivocate, is 
an «bominotion to him, Prov. 12. 2. *Tis put in the abſtratt, which 
intimates how exceeding odious and deteftable lying 1s in his 
ſight. And the Equity, Reaſonabieneſs, and PerfeCtion of this 


Law will appear to Natural reaſon, if we conſider that without, 


it, there is no living happily even in- this World. All Traffick 
and Commerce muſt ccaſe, no man will freely Trade with ano- 
ther, unleſs he.can depend upon his V.Vord, and ſo Bodies Polt- 


tick muſt. be.impoveriſh'd, and Communities deſtroyed. No 
(QQ1arter 
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Quarter muſt be taken 1a the Field, no Articles accepted by Be- 
ſieged Towns,and men mult leave off to aſſociate & converſe toge- 
ther. For what ſatisfaQtion can you have to talk with men, when 
you doubt there is ſome ſecret reſerve, ſome.colluſion & deceit in 
all their afſeverationsF 'Tis therefore juſt, reaſonable & neceſſary, 
that men ſhould always ipeak Truth, that ſo we may not diſtruſt 
what they lay, 2nd ſuſpeCt the performance of their Promiſes 
and Compacts. And indeed we may bluſh to ſee Heathens exceed 
Chriſtians in this Vertue. Marcus Kegnlus wou'd not violate his 
Parole to the Carthag inians, tho he knew his return to them would 
coſt him his life. And in all Hiſtories, moſt infamous charaQers 
are put upon thoſe who were guilty of this Vice, it being a ſign 
of a poor mean Spirit, a baſe; cowardly, and diſhoneſt heart to 
Ilye : For Truth is open and bold, and conducing to the good of 
Mankind in genera], ought always to be obſerved, tho we had no 
Divine Precepts for it. And 'tis more natural, eaſy, and honour- 
able to {peak truth than to lyez and being alſo more beneficial 
and advantagious to the worid, we ſhould always con(cientiouſly 
praCtice it: Seeing, unleſs we do ſo, we obitruct the Trade 
of our Countrey, honeſt men will deſpiſe and ſhun us, and the 
God of Trath won'c admit us to dwe# in his Holy Hlifl, P/. 


IS. 3, 


The like might I ſay of thoſe Divine Precepts which enjoyn 
Juſtice and Honeſty, and do prohibit Cozenage and Fraud in 
our Employments and Offices, our Dealing and Bargains, how 
agreeable they are to reaſon, and how much they conduce to the 
good of Societies, and the ennobling and enriching of Cities and 
Nations, and how ſtrictly they have been obſerved by Moral 
men. And ſurely, if men would conſider the diſhonour of In: 
juſtice, the ſcandal! of Diſhonefty, and the perpetual ſhame and 
diſgrace which attend them, they wou'd perfeftly abominate 
them, and religioufly keep thoſe ſtrift Laws which God has given 
us, to be juſt and upright in all our attions ; it being very plea- 
fant and profitable to be fo. © V Vhereas Injuftice involves men 
za Law-Suits and Troubles, and ofted reduces them to want _ 
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heggary.: it diſquiets the Mind, and racks and tortures the Con- 
ſcience, and makes men feel the flaſhes of {Hell before they fall 
iato them, and brings infamy and reproach upon themſelves and 
their Poſterity. 


. And na.leſs may be ſaid for thoſe'Laws which God has made 
'for Chaſtity. and Temperance: they are alſo moſt ratianal and ac- 
vantagiqus, and do highly tend to our health and fatety, to our 
honour and-profir, and do infinitly conduce. to our underitancing 
'the good W:Il of God: for when our reaſon is undiſturbed, and 
the heart is free from all carnal impurities, we ſhall have clearer 
Notions of the Divine Will, and be more able to underſtand the 
Equity and Juſtice, the Reaſonableneſs and Advantage: of is 
Laws, and fo make it qur Eleftion and Choice to approve: and 
obey them, finding, our Conformity to them ſo beneficial here and 
hereafter. | 


But if we give the Reins to our ſenſual Appetites, if we wallow 
in Luſt and Luxury, in Filthinefs and Debauchery, we can't diſ- 
cern ſpiritual things, nor aflent to the Law of God, and do wholly 
unfit and incapacitate our ſelves, not only for Religious Duties, 
for Divine and Heavenly Contemplations and Aﬀions, but for all 
worldly Buſineſs. We weaken and enervate Nature, grow ſtu- 

pid and ſottiſh, and can't manage our Callings and Employ- 
ments as we ought to do,.and ſo ſpend our Eſtates, ruine our Fa- 
milies, and fall into Tgnominy and, Diſgrace here, and muſt be 
eternally puniſhed hereafter. 


By which you ſee the Reaſonableneſs, the Goodneſs, and Perfe- 
Ction of God's Laws againſt theſe Vices ; and I might cafily prove 
the like in all the other Branches of the Divine Law, and ſhew 
. you that his Will is ts be obeyed in al! chings, and that he re- 
quires nothing of you, but what conduces to che Pubiick Gocd, 
and, to-your own great Benefir and Advantage, to your Health, 
your Credit and Honour in this Life, and your eternal Happineſs 
- 4Q the Lite to come. And Figrefors "tis your Intereft as well as 
: your 


(18) 
yaur Duty, to ſtrive all you can to know his Statutes and Com- 
'mandments, and conſtantly to obey them, which'you'il be en- 
abled to do, if you obſerve theſe rwo'things.. | 


iſt, If you diligently = devoutly attend the Readers and Ex- 
pofitors of his Law, the Miniſters of his Goſpel, whom he+has - 
appointed toexplain his Will, and expound his Law nnto you : 'if 
you are of an humble & gocile temper ; if you are pioufly-atten- 
tive, and do conſcientiouſly obſerve their Exhortations and' Ine 
ſtruQtions, and Pray ecarnettly that you may profit by their Mink 
Aftrations and Labours. Then will the Holy Ghoſt accompany and 
convey their Comments ang Expoſitions of the Divine Eaw to 
*your hearts: he will infuſe heaveni'y knowledge into your Sopls, 
and enable you to underſtand and obey his Will: and'the more 
humble you are in hearing, the more wi!l he communicate unto 
you. For, as the devout Kempis ſays, God does iz an inftant raife 
up the humble mind to underflaud more of the eternal Truth, than 
can be gotten in ten years ſtudy in the Schools © He teaches without 
the poiſe of Words, and [cufling of Arguments. 


24. If- you defire to know what is this good, and acceptacle, 
and perfett Will sf God: You muſt conitantly-and carefuily Read 
the Holy Scripturesz'in them is the Wilt-of Ged revealed, his 
Laws and Statutes'are there upon Record ; and, blefſed be God, 
you have them 'j5n' your own Native Language : and therefore 
confult them' daily, peruſe them diligently, and de'ight in that 
moſt ho!y Book the Bible, above all Books ; and God will reward 
and crown your Piety, with the knowledge of his Will, which 1s 
contained'therein, Your IntelieQtuals and Morals will be clear'd, 
improvd, and exalted by it : |-wil enlighten your eyes, ronwert 
your ſonl, and rejoxce jour heart,'as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks : The mbre 
youread, the more you will underſtand,and the-difficulty &ob- 
icurity will vaniſh by degrees : the clouds will be ſcatter'd, and 
beams of }ight will ſhine in' upon your ſouls from the Author 
and Infpirer of thoſe Sacred *'Writings : and+ he will Mill 
gratify-your-pious defires with: further diſcoveries of his yk 
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For the truth of which Tappeal to the joytu! Experience of every 
devout Chriftian'who is daily converſant in the Holy Scriptures: 
:Letane:therfore beg of -you to read ſome part of. them every day, 
and to have them dai y read in your Houſes, and by this means 
you will come to know what is the Will of God, and will be 
moved 'and influenced to obey it,; and-you will readily conſent to 
the Truth of this Text, that :he Will of tbe Lord 35, good, acceptable, 
xd perfect - and will cry gutiwith Duvia, Þ/. 19,6. The. Statutes 
of the Lord are right, the Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
Soul 


And fecing'it is ſo,.and 4hat none can attain-to the knawledge 
of them, but they who,are transformed..and. renewed in their 
mind, let us endeavour allwe canto be thus. changed and alter'd, 
and willingly ſubmit to all Gods ho'y InjuaQtions, and exaCtly 
perform whatever is agreeable to. his bleſſed Will. Let us now 
abandon the moſt vair, prodigal & ſiaful cuſtoms of'the world, in 
our Garb, our-Equipage & Entertainments, in our perpetual Viſits 
and. vaſt Conſumption of our, precious time, for which we muſt 
be accountable at the great day. . Let us live. /oberly, rig hteouſly, 
and godly in our generation, abominate all impurities and detile- 
ments, and. be- moſt Rriftly and exemwplarity holy in qur_ Con- 
verſation, having a\ways.a quick {enſe and right, apprehenſion of 
our .duty.in every part thergf. And, whagever, 1s. plealing; to, God, 
do we carefully obſerve & perform,tho the Greateſt ſhould neglect 
and (light it, and ſo continue all our days to the utmoit of ofr 
Power, without offending or diſobeying this holy Will of God, 
This we are adviſed unto by the ſame Apoſt'e, Phil, tr. 10. A- 
brund more and more in Knowledge, that ye may ayprove things 
That are-exvellent, that ye may. be. pirctre, and without offence, ti! the 
azy of Chr:#, (where the word /u,ualu has the ſame ſignifica- 
tion it hath here That we may try and examine, approve and 
prattiſe all Chriſtian Vertues, that we perſevere and ho!d out £9 
the end, and never ſuficr our {elves rg be ſeduced imto the com- 
mitral of any known fin by the inſtipations of the Devil, rhe 


violence of Perſecution, or the flattering temptations of rhe 
World ; 
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World * Bibf&ffiith conſtant obſervers:of the DoQrine-of Chrift, 
that ſo others-may'be converted/by our Exatnple,i and have 1har 
freat' veherition and honor for the ' Chriſtian Religion! which. ic 
molt juſtly deſerves. 9 NÞ | | erbe 4 


© This 45 the duty of all: the Regenerate, of a}Þwho are:renewed 
4 their mindjto prattife and obey the Will of God io every par- 
ticulat'* And therefore let-us ſearch the ſacred Oractesz :2nd had 
out-what it is, and never\wilfully.tranſgreſs/it_in the leaſt Atty 
for all his commands are like himfelf, very holy and juſt ; :4es 


| zoe Js eaſy, apa his burthen is lig ht, his ſervice is good, honorable, 
and excellent, "No Maſter fo juſt and kind, ſo muimificent'and | 
' Sountcifut £0 his! ſetvants, no employment fo profitable. here and 


creafter + Let is'then 'exatnine all--our life paſt, lament and 
bewatl our Omifſions and Failures, and for the future willingly 
ang cheerfully give up our ſelves to his ſervice, no more cooform- 
55 Ip the Wotld, Bai- being 7rensformed by the Renewing 'of our 


Mid; brig quite changed' and lter'd from pur eviihabics, and 
"wholly regenerate an@Borti a-ciew 3 thar' fo we may. prove, |ap- 


prove, and obey the good deceprable and perfert Will of God yin do- 
10g which we ſhall be happy here, and eternally happy hereatters 
"which God in his infinite meroy grantiunto us: all; and that for 


elk of Jeſus Chrift 5 To whom with'the'Father ahd the Holy 
by hoſt *be ul} Honor, and' Gloty-now and for evermore. | Amen, 
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